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38 We YRAY WIHIT U4 WU &I URAIS @ | dfceds H AMd Sigq i @l
3IfWIfRh 8% & | U 999 Ud i & oY WUl &l MR 3feg T &1 &7 © | fuar &1 g
DT T oIFT, RIS B R&ll, YO Bl TRAT TAT &G Bl IRURT NS ABRHAD HAl Bl
38 W H AWl S Al & | AT bidd H A1 3feg WS 30U+ II ®©Y & AEyH | e Ud
AT Siae 3 o78H AT 91 8T © | 37cs T$ &I I8 I WY 3Mea] dldh I & wd H =
WU YT & H IR SIT ® AR 3ol T ATl bl feed el SIIdl & |

3fced URURT T UIRY 1991 TTed] & IoRIG | AET ST & | 39 3fcedl H AT IS
uTUSy, A BT Urvsy, FeEr e e U@ € | dced I WU 9 ATesl Bl dlfdd WURT D
SR IHRAT g8 | Ired Sforie (1865 S.) I T4 37ea] B DHael AIRGD wU H IURT oI | 37Teg
TS W AR ST BT & g8l end| ® 3Mes] T & DRI TIT 3R Al gferge = fafa=
3feadl & T DI 3USH H forftag BT BR ol A 3Mes WS BT YDA HRAT [Hraflar H G2
ST S 7 ATed fere A SIS Ui R I aT Rl erare wRqd o |” fier s sforae
ATEd J8IGR BREEIG H dalded boldex o, S8l ATesl M Tl A 3fTes WS foRgarsy el
H THT PR @ad DI 9ol AT | I AR H B & oIy J2il M W@y i -1 A18d 98lgy |
3MTET IR Y U H BIUH Haq 1921 H Ugell IR USRI fhar g | IHDI el ATeg TS
FEd 1" 3AD U 3P fAgHl 7 FHI—AHT W 37e8 WS B Adhold I UHYT HRART |
R faferad arewics, Sifst aered Rrgws, fa=ic e, ufed wam™ gav a9 (URHTe 34, ufed
Sferar yare A, anfe wa 2|

3R WS & [y H Ig UUH TRVN T 59 BIUER BT YART fHdT 1T o1 | 36 g4 3ATee]
M BT WRORT 1 Hefdl & | foriad wu H @Ig Wl wH1iore picr srgueter =8l off | ufsd samygaR
SRT 1 3[U+T FAET BRI & HeY HeIdl WS AMD (o1 gl &l ura fhar S Bl BrefiaR H
URATS R B A H AW fbar 11| o dATdrad 59 YRS IV b UD Te HEEl TS
& ®U H A o | g6 H 39D WA W WDR DI Mg | 39 T & HUED Sf. WHYSR A
2| SBIM Faq 1976 H YRS AT W AT Wad I & ©Y H §9 A 9 ANRI TR FHT
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BTl I S TBIRIT BRIAT 2 | 3H I 9 o & Hae H I8l WL R gU $Hel o— I 59
T BT A9 o Uil | gedRTS! T QAT g B, W A W S YBIRA HRAT AN Dl 9H
H SIS BId, 37TYd {1 §9 URHATA R[] g8 A9 G BT e (BT 8 | 91 TImger ar¥ o
g—fdbw] aRd H I8 GARTS /A1 BT HBIET e el &, IR SHH dfoid TSI bl oIy o gai
U WAid WS 2 | URATA ™A1 A 919 TG <19 Bl 81 AT ganl & |2 JeIfd URHTe 4T A1
o pfsrguere g fhg 3dd AR SIS A S 8 | SHifds J81aT & Mol URATGGd & GRaRT
HIC B o | IAAH H 3MH STTHH & 7ed 3l & URHATS T & IR el &7 TG wY § el
frerdr & | [O2 3iTegT &1 & A | W ST ST 2 | R 37e’T 9 Sadl A diR AIGTRT &l
oI fHerar 21 31 NMeRT B’ Bl Ahol 98 PR PlelaR H 3D Aeedl o s Gs A4 A
F=—f=1 diferal § gepTer dRarT | T4 3fead TM—IST & Ag@yel YHASI 2 |

2091 dTed] & Yalg H R SiRdcd H ST | BIeflaR H SR ATeRT—Hadl DI dlld H
1 fhaefal g fhwi—aeral R fhed 9 gRTared g T4 SIS W1 91Y Y | {5701 Hof 3o
WS & 23 HaMl & 52 TG AT &1 HAT AT | 1953 §. ¥ Tl dg Yol 9 &G 9g & [FasM
H Ao BR' [hed g | 5 aRfde, $Tavalrel, Sitad, Foudr 13 e T dellaR o | 396
TeaTd 1962 §. W OIGd AN & Ay H dlegl-Sad e M | RTH FardR SRR,
e I qor g enfe o | 1993 # <ofifao URMER® ‘98 @SAT ARG dTel’ T 2012 H
A g9 oASdT BT THARYT M Aol §REeH UR 3T | AT JARY H 4 3fcg—3had & AR
7RI T 92.2 a7 3 R <ot s Torr fhen SIfA=iaT AT 701 & fTSIed] 9rof H qarRa fdbar
T | JTHIOT ST @ A1RF 3 TR @ Sial 1l 3MTe’T BT JARAIGT $HR- ol | gRTarfedl, e,
ST AR Bl U WR 3Tea] BT TAR—IR 987 | [STeh A | (M A gfaerd 3 gl
ARl F v 8 T | 39 A1 8 3Mcal & I8 dld RO SHEaR & U< T Soideid
HIEGH ERT A1 gUISH] | Fell—4ifd IS Urm | "MRa § Hdla 3R AR Bl IRORT HI-d FwRIc
& fawr & |1 Tl BT 2 | 9Tfe U, Ui e | ofdx o & BI—dI Bl dAlb—DHelly
AaTE BT FH ARIH & B |

U B U Al I &, SR UQY & §acaids &3 & 3fcs W, N STHAm= ¥ 37es]
& ATH A SIET ST 8 3R 3HG T4 3feed HEdld © | SIHaR & Jedd 9ol &1 3 ST, S,
3RGIR, FTIIC AR TAM bl B, ol 51d I 7 off, Td T arar 7 o dr Fif¥ad dR R =i
Ak TRFRTT 81 3H S & folu §9 &1 Aid ot I Selaei<d HIfSIT B FdI9 ddh-ilihal $exnc,
JcE, SIS, HIel, oA IRER St 37fQ B SAATH H Mdb¥D Us o Aeed], JHI & Ay
DHATHRI BT FAIH T[T DI | eI HfSIEral =18 FXBid & qRuey H 3D IS WR 3MMeg]
TIH SR HR AT MY ST, ‘TToe], arottiY, '3TelR] AT6d’ TT "URAT 37Tegl’ 3T §RT Mgl HI
DI T UK gelagi-ie AISAT & Add 4§ IRd DI 75 |

Soiagii~e HifeAr & |1 e AfSTT A 91 3ffcs WS & J UMl ATeRT—Had bl UEHD
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DAT DI W AT | R IS, STAERT, <fTh HBR AT FHER T H ATeRT—Haold e
UfcreTRIeh el Bl JebriRrd b | ‘el & uRrg fafeer g7 & sfer orge R =1 et
D! ATBIIT DI <@ Y gD Pg WSl BT IUSI H 3aATE HRIAT AT | STH A% TS AT ATl
DI FASIY’ AR AT oikg o I @ BR Bl S8’ Ol Ts ARy TR IR Ieelkd-1g 2 | 1923
S H T T G AT TS Bid B Aadhls GRS U F ThR gl | s il
3gared faferam drevwice o | §9 P b1 uR=d 9RT Sifel fared AgdT = forr o |

"The very name of its author is unknown except for a tradition of little value that it was composed

by Jagnik, sister's son of Parmal. Nevertheless, it is, without doubt, the property, not of educated
men, but of illiterate minstrels who are found scattered over northern india from Delhi to bihar.
These 'Aalha Ganevalas', as they are called] make it their profession to recite the Alh&khand or Lay
of Alha' handed down to them from generation to generation by their predecessors.” 31T <.
Rrgds 9 forar {6 39 ofd & ow@e 319a €| fog did WURIJAR URATA $1 g8 BT a9l
SHI® $HHT @ AT ST © | SHH Dls od Aal b I8 fhdl fag™ &1 ofd 2| dfd e
gfte ¥ SR YR ¥ facell ¥ 48R T & &= § I8 bl 831 & | SHb! T dlel 3fTegl TS g4
e WS'AT "3Ted] &1 o’ dhed ¢ | I [ 9 g Ul R i) eXAiaRd 8 & | o e
AIfST & IR & A1 B Al [ &1 39 B W U [AgMi &1 &4 ATH gall | e
31Te8 WS B YT SRR G 831 | o1 siUst fagrl = A1 Oe 9 argare e o Ul
A AP TS |

UG BIAAT H 3fTesl BT AR 7 dhacl SHDI ol A<l o RT3l | MU BT TANT
faeg gai & IRM DI § I8 9 2R 491G Bl 9= @ fory WY fbar | 2= &3 & Arpara
H 3MTeRT fhd= TEN I 2 IR G AR Uel fhaHT Aeh &, ST QTSI g4l a1d | e man
ST Al B b 1914—18 3R 1939—45 & Ugel IR gAY fd=agsg H iUl 7 APl ¥ I8 9=
% foTu Brafal § $HS HrRISH AN BRIT | JEI TE| ofd FHY Teb YT bl TR 37IC WS
H Al STarl H dRAT IR BAG—URTIUAT & g ATesT YA ST R8T | 377S] WY 37es] Hred Bl
TIRT HAI—HHI UR FHYYT H1G, SeHfh 9T daerdiy &l SN oq fafay #9f w gdm 2 | 981 I8
4 &1 < Y U € fb 3Me8] B dael AISed AT ARSI BT e - 8lbx AP e o
qTell HEqUl AT © | ForgH URaR, FHTST, ISt d 2 Ilfe & 9ed fawg e € | |
g Ig fawd wearvl, wnifd @ A1 &1 |awr o drell & 91 wu H A1 g © | e sfasr™
12} o) & IR | TP ¢ |

3MTe8 e I Urel-al 9 UIBTRISHAT IRd Hid @ fewd! Bl ATSTdrel gRT 9l Udhe Bl & |
faf=1 Sfrerfie el snfe &1 avis aregt @ ey ¥ Sigax fhar a1 g1 ot f& s9& y1or @
R ¥ Ae@qul ®Y ¥ 3R 2 | S 99RE, IE, Fei9T, ATS] 37 IETER0T Wy G Sl
Ahd 2 | RIFdT Sooig eegds # g3 2|
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"HRT dlegs d-RddTel g7 A A7 forary |
Plg HRIed T §9RT UTs IR A1t URER | |
IR afeTy d9 SR foloell BlS R AR |

3G STh! graT Bk T ATSl H Ugd oIy | |

STl daedl o Siddl Alfdel SAR WX SR |

PRI g1 q9 SId DI HlSl A ofg IR | |

3TaT 3fTaT S dTel 39AT BTel °3 el |

AIfeet diel dd Tod g G oS g8l I | |

ART Tleg 99 Ugd Wiell ISl HedT T1q |

we 997 a8 BIs ARl e e o8 FRad | |7

3T IT AAT ST AT & [ ATeg WS BT Sidel™d 1241 Idreal & SR | el ¢ | foraH
SAIA® S AT Hfa gRT IR Iguetel Fi URAT AT &7 9o fHefdT 8 | S IRAT Tl B
3N HIT A 31T ATe-T UTS DI Hleliar H 3feed APl §RT A< Hell | I I+ Al 3T U
®A B HROT AV 81 T S SIUHIRAT o1 A IRIAT g8 3R 3@ 73 | e gRom
WRY 3e8 WS P 7 ddal WRAI ATY—dIorIl # FehTerd gail 31fug Sl H AT g1 gdrs
HRIAT AT | I T8 H T offeg W forRaa—ARas dom fHe—soiagiffe areadl gRT fARaR
3ol IR &S &1 &1 B | Jefd ReHr Ud Seiagifa—e MIfsar & SmH uedrd sfeed
PROR] SIAERY 9 @1 HIR W 3faed S Ygdl ofl R Bk Fa, S g Sfeeh ey Heer,
HEIET 3MfS ATeeT URMETTT Hg T UTHIT FHIST DI Teed AIcd Asfordl 3R] dld &I &I g4
URWRT BT AT H SR © | 3Mc8 TS IMMET UTH| 3Mes—Had bl R g AT & Ard |
ArBIAr v faerd W e &, o s A YT 81 Sl Hebdll | Beld: 3fead] Bl =T gd
Hfsar & IrreM, TRWRE F6e FEanT g IRl 3ffeg W< & ol § Afasy 1fde waft g+
AT 2 |
Taof -
1. UISd ARV J¥TE HIARM, 3le8 We—del, B—33, WA 41 HUEH UheH, Hds,
TRRT—2013.

2. Sl P USe, IJMERT HEdT, AT BT WRURT 3R URATA N1, I6—3 (fHHT H), bd
Y&, T35 faoel], FEHRI—2018.
AT MR (HUIGH), Hale Hd, Jo—12,376—24, IAIFCER 2019, s faeel |
I8!, Jo—13
William Waterfield, The Lay of ALHA, Page-9, Oxford university press HUMPHREY MILFORD, Ed.1923.
IMIAIY HeANR (HUTGH), Halg ¥, Jo—12, APh—24, JdcaR 2019, 75 facell |
UfSd AR J1E HIARM, 37c8 Te—ds], Io—76, WIS 31 WG UHTeH, Hdg,
TRRT—2013.
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ABSTRACT :-

Education is of great importance in human life. Education builds personality, improves
knowledge and skills and at the same time takes man towards civilization. An educated person knows
the difference between right and wrong, and at the same time his power to think and understand is
strong. Proper education gives man the right opportunity to move forward in the future and at the
same time opens many avenues. Not only this, but the right way to live in society and give many
options to fight with economic problems. Education is very important in human life because education
not only helps to change our thinking but also gives us equal place in the whole society. The importance
of education is not only to get the knowledge of four books, but an educated person uses education in
a civilized manner in his life.

The education system first took its steps in India. The world's first school and university were
established in India. Taxila is the first university in the world where people from many countries of
the world used to come to study. The way schools run in today's time, in the same way Gurukul used
to run in that ancient time. The difference was that the Gurukul was much better than the school.
Today the education system of our country has actually been given by the British officer Lord Macaulay.
Macaulay's motive was that Indian students should leave their personal education and study English.
The result of this will be that later on the students will adopt us more and they themselves will go
away from their own tradition. In the present study, an attempt has been made to know the relevance
of Gurukul education system in the modern era of science and technology.

Keywords :- Gurukul Education System, Modern Era.
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INTRODUCTION :-

Education is an important tool to be successful in life and do something different. The difficult
challenges of life can be reduced through this. The knowledge gained during the education period
assures every person about his life. Education fills the good thoughts in man and throws out the bad
thoughts that enter inside. Education paves the way for human life. It works to establish man in the
society. This brings humanity into man. Through this, it helps a lot in inculcating good values in the
human community. Education is the process of raising man above the animal. The animal is ignorant,
it has little knowledge of right or wrong. Even an uneducated man is like an animal. He is not able to
take the right decision. But when he gets education, his eyes of knowledge are opened. Then he does
everything with care. He is able to remove all kinds of confusions inside him. The basic meaning of
education is that it should guide the person properly. The education which does not guide the person
properly is not education but illiteracy. Education makes a person knowledgeable. The student is
equipped with worldly and spiritual knowledge after getting education. This knowledge develops his
personality. He masters those areas of knowledge and science which fill his future life with happiness,
peace and wealth. He is capable of doing such works for the human society, which improves humanity.
Education helps a man to identify the demerits so that he can always keep distance from them. Education
teaches man to live life in real sense.

In the ancient education system of India, we find mention of both informal and formal
educational centers. Formal education was imparted through temples, ashrams and gurukuls. These
were also the centers of higher education. Whereas informal education was received through family,
priests, pandits, sanyasis and festival events etc. It is mentioned in various Dharmasutras that the
mother is the best teacher of the child. Some scholars have accepted the father as the teacher of the
child. As social development took place, so did educational institutions. Sanghas such as Parishad,
Shakha and Charan were established in the Vedic period, but systematic educational institutions were
started by Buddhists at the public level.

Rationale of the Study :-

Gurukul tradition is the oldest system in our nation. Gurukul has been in existence since the
Vedic age. In ancient times, education was given only through Gurukul education system. India was
called Vishwa Guru only because of this method. Now this tradition is dying out. Let us study through
this article what is Gurukul tradition, how education was given before and how modern education of
today's era is different from Gurukul system.

Gurukul Education System :-

The Gurukul education system was a form of residential education system, where students
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lived in the home of the teacher or Acharya, which was the center of education. The basis of this
education system was discipline and hard work. Students were expected to learn from their gurus and
apply this information in life. The relationship between the student and teacher was very sacred and
there was often no payment in it. However, the students used to give Gurudakshina to the teacher for
their cooperation. The Gurukul education system started in the Vedic period when there was no
education system of any kind. But along with skill-based education, there was definitely a trend to
learn from Vedas, Puranas etc. These spiritual books used to help the students to increase their
knowledge. In the Gurukul, not just Vedas and Upnishads were taught to the students, but also the
focus was on holistic development of the child. The system was comprehensive and all encompassing.
The teachings included Mathematics, fundamentals of Astronomy, Science, Languages, Medicinal
theories, along with Vedas, Upnishads, Brahmanas, Dharmasutras etc. Renowned scholars like Aryabhatt
and Patanjali were also taught to the students in Gurukuls. The students learnt Yogic sciences, performed
war science practicals, martial arts and sports as well. This way it leads to holistic development of the
pupil as well.

The classes were held in the shade of trees, and under some shelter during monsoon to ensure
that the students are in touch with nature which benefitted their physical and mental development. The
Gurukuls were situated at beautiful natural places which were near some rural or urban areas to fulfill
the daily necessity requirement of the students and to have the facility of imploring. The age to begin
Vedic education was usually eight to twelve years and for those parents who did not send their children
to the Gurukul; a specific punishment was decided and implemented. The Shudras (low caste people)
did not have the right to education. The time period for the study was twelve years and a student could
study only one Veda in that time period.

The session was of five months only. The holidays weren’t too long for the students to return
their homes due to the problems in transportation. So, the students returned home only after completing
their education. The education was totally influenced by religion. There was the provision of free
education but after the completion of education, money, land, animals, grain, etc. was given as reward.
Due to the lack of printed books, the lessons were delivered orally. There were certain rules for the
students to adhere regarding their daily lives such as to lead a simple life, wake up early before the
day breaks, get freshened up and take a bath early, and then worship the God and perform havan, etc.
They could eat food twice a day. The students were asked to follow the rules of self control and
discipline. The students had great respect for their teachers and treated them as their parents and king.
The relation between the teacher and the students was of care, respect, trust and duty. Punishment was

given but was not harsh.
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Relevance of Gurukul Education in the Modern Era :-

Although the Gurukul education system isn’t found in contemporary society, however many
of the modern education systems take inspiration from it. The Gurukul education system continues
to remain relevant even in modern times.

1. Due to the focus on holistic education, the Gurukul education system can work wonders on
the generations of today and facilitate their wholesome development.

2. The importance of a value-based education can be found in this system which can become
integral learning for the students in the modern world.

3. The gurukul system can bring about the needed change from bookish learning to amassing
knowledge in a practical manner that will go a long way.

4. It can also encourage people to discover their passions and not restrict themselves to the
books thus helping them find their true calling in life.

Our present day education system has a lot to learn from the ancient education system of
India. Therefore, the stress is being laid on connecting learning to the world outside the school.
Today educationists recognise the role and importance of multilingual and multicultural education,
thereby connecting the ancient and the traditional knowledge with contemporary learning. Some
features of Gurukul System that may be followed by present education system are character building
and philosophy which should get an appropriate place in today’s education system. The schools should
be situated away from the noisy and polluted environs of the cities so that the students are not affected
by the everyday fights and bad practices. In modern times, however, it is not possible to completely

lead a life full of control, but we should try to adapt to such way of living.
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Abstract —

Love for Nature and the use of natural objects for different literary purposes have been common
features of the English literary geniuses. The English people have generally enjoyed the natural
background and the same has flowed in their writings. William Wordsworth achieved high watermark
as the poet of Nature. Several other poets and writers have also dwelt on the scenes of nature and have
picked up their images from the variegated aspects of Nature. Thomas Hardy is such a great novelist
that he fuses real poetry in his narrative art. He was the child of the Wessex region and the natural
surroundings of this region captivated the poetic eyes of Thomas Hardy time to time. More over
Thomas Hardy has projected a view of life, gloomy and serious. He has discovered a definite scheme
of life in the suffering of mankind. In order to project his view of life he takes help of natural
surroundings of the Wessex region. Sometimes nature is presented with smiling face, another time it
1s shown with a gloomy face, but everytime it contributes the tragedy of mankind.

The influence of Nature in the early novels is social, as it is related to the behaviour pattern
and mannerisms of the characters. People living in a particular society are affected through a particular
way of Nature that governs the society. Here Nature is scattered forming a social background in
which the characters live. If one tries to violate the social background formed by Nature, one will be
punished by Nature. Desperate Remedies is the first published novel of Thomas Hardy, giving ample
evidences of nature paintings. Here, Hardy describes the characters using the imagery of nature which
continues up to the last novel written by him.

INTRODUCTION::
Thomas Hardy was born on the Egdon Heath, which he made famous in his books, in Dorset,

near Dorchester, on June 2, 1840, and died on January 11, 1928. He was delicate as a child and was
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taught at home by his mother before he attended grammar school. At sixteen Hardy was apprenticed
to an architect, and for many years architecture was his profession although he wrote poetry, his first
and last literary love, in his spare time. His first novel was written in 1867, and his first published
book, printed at his own expense was a financial failure, yet by 1874 he was convinced that he could
earn his living as an author and he retired from architecture, married and devoted himself to writing.
Hardy was an extremely productive novelist. In 1896, disturbed by the public outcry over the
unconventional subjects of two of his greatest novels, Tess of the D’Urbervilles and Jude the Obscure,
he announced that he would never write fiction again, and after that he wrote only poetry.

Thomas Hardy, the well known fiction writer of the late Victorian Age, has scattered his deep
and gloomy thoughts about life, he was influenced by Charles Darwin’s theory of Origin of Species
and the nihilistic ideas of Shopenhour. His mind was obsessed with what he saw in nature, a cruel
phenomenon at every next step and untold sufferings without much cause.

In this background he began to read new things of his own concerned designs in Nature and
Fate. He saw human life full of miserable episodes. Even a little happiness occasionally visiting the
human life was found to be crossed by some unhappiness and misery suddenly engulfing the whole
environment within its jaws. In his novels he shows, that sufferings and miseries have their permanent
dwellings around the innocent and nature abiding Wessex dwellers. The malevolent working of the
mysterious force is manifested through different agents. Sometimes Fate and Chance surprise his
characters and at another time Nature and Love also play havoc with the things around his characters,
In every case, his protagonist, suffer heavily and get relief only in death.

Queen Victoria was monarch of England from 1837 to 1901, and it has been found convenient
to group the writings produced during that long stretch of years as “Victorian”. But the classification
1s too facile because in an age that abounded in great literature and music. The age which bears her
name has since been subject to diverse and divided judgment.

The most noticeable feature of Victorian Literature is the concern with specific social problems.
The impulse is generally recognized to have started before Victoria came to the throne, with the First
Reform Bill (1832). The act of Parliament recognized the economic dominance of the middle class
by finally placing direct political power in its hands. The vote was thus extended to all members of
this class. At this time the old concepts of ‘Whigs’, and ‘Tory’ made way for ‘Liberals’ and
‘Conservatives’.

“In 1829 the Catholic Emancipation Act has been passed; in 1833 slavery was abolished, in
1846 free trade became a national policy with the repeal of corn lays; in 1845 Jews were made

eligible for public office; and in 1972 the institution of voting by ballot was inaugurated”. The
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conservatives were as responsible as the liberals for the passage of these acts; for a long time there
was little difference between the two parties. Both were committed to the teaching of utilitarianism,
as promulgated by Bentham, that it was necessary to achieve the greatest good for the greatest number.
John Stuarts Mill, the son of James Mill, taught that the only reason that can be adduced for limiting
the rights of any individual in the community is “to prevent harm to others”. “This philosophy of
unrestricted individualism vastly increased the holdings of the middle class as well as its material
comforts. The British Colonial Empire expanded in Asia and Africa by conquest and Colonization”.

The Victorian Age, from a working class point of view, is the record of a long struggle of wage-
earners to win recognition from the government. A people’s Charter was drawn up in 1938, and began
the so called Chartist Movement, which demanded universal manhood suffrage, the secret ballot, the
abolition of property qualification ~ for Member of Parliament. “Universal Manhood suffrage
was perhaps inevitably the foundation of any further progress”. Actually it was not until 1917 that the
point was won in the Manhood suffrage Bill. Before that act was passed, the decades were punctuated
by a series of strikes and riots in urban centres. Though the Chartist movement was for a long time

unsuccessful, it served the function of making the general public aware of the problems involved.
OBJECTIVES :-

1. To study the Hardian Scheme of Universe

2 To find out the elemental forces of Nature in his novels
3 To find meaning to his portrayal of Nature

4. To explore the role of Nature in his novels

5 To study & interpret the role of fate in his novels.

HYPOTHESIS :-

Fiction reflects the personality and mind of the novelists.

Novels are the products of the mind of the novelists.

Thomas Hardy’s novels reveal his personality and his pessimistic philosophy of life.

His novels reveal the role of nature.

A e

His novels generalize man to be a dancing puppet in the hands of fate.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY :-

Sometimes nature is presented with smiling face, another time it is shown with a gloomy face
but every time it contribute the tragedy of mankind.

Nature concerns for the both positivity and negativity in the characters of the Novels of Hardy.
The study is qualitative in nature. It is designed on the secondary data found available in Hardy’s

novels and in the research articles available on the various internet sites.
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FINDINGS :-

1. Nature concerns for both positivity and negativity in the character of the Novels of Thomas
Hardy.

2. In all the novels of Hardy, both Nature and Fate are portrayed as the deciding factors in the life
of man.

3. With the setting of the action of his novels in Wessex, he becomes a regional novelist.

4. Fate is produced as the most powerful thing that leads man to uncertainty and unexpected
situations.

5. Fate is jealous of man’s happiness. All Hardy’s characters, whether major or minor ones, fall
victims of fate’s malice.
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Abstract :-

India is the country which is known for its cultural heritage and the varied diversity of religions
and culture. The country has many different religions being followed in the country basically divided
into four groups. These groups consist of Hinduism, Sikhism, Muslim and Christianity. Out of these
religions, Sikhism is considered as the youngest religion and was founded by the first guru of Sikhism,
Guru Nanak. His teachings and the spirituality laid the foundation of the basis on which this religion
was formed. India has witnessed many gurus and saints which laid the foundation of so vast and
diversified cultural heritage of this country. This article discusses about the cultural heritage of this
country and how the teachings and spirituality of the Sikh Guru, Guru Nanak Dev affected the cultural
upliftment of this culturally diversified country called India. This article also discusses about the life
of Guru Nanak Dev, his teachings, about Sikhism, about his contribution to humanity and ultimately
about his death.

Key words :- cultural heritage, Sikhism, spirituality, upliftment,
Introduction :-

According to the history, it was believed that Guru Nanak was the firm believer of the existence
of one god and wherever he went, he preached the same. He travelled across many places in South
Asia and Middle East. This article generally discusses about his teachings that God is one and also
taught to his followers that everyone can reach to god through the true heart and the strong will and
meditation. This article will discuss all the details about the life of Guru Nanak Dev and all his teachings.
It says that Guru Nanak Dev believed in leading a simple life and always taught his followers to lead a
simple and honest life and concentrate on the life based on the inspiration of God. This article also
discusses a strong relevance and the impact of the life and the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev on the
cultural background and basis of this country. It discusses about the concept of one god and respect
for all the religions and human beings that has been advocated by the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev

and forms the basis of the cultural heritage of India. (Raina,2002).
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Early Life :-

Many researchers have done a lot of work realted to the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. My
this section of the article will discuss about the various stages of the life of Guru Nanak Dev and the
impact of those stages in the culture of the country like India which is known for its cultural diversity
and the varieties of the religions. Guru Nanak was born in the middle-class family to Mehta Kalu and
Mata Tripta in Punjab now called as Pakistan. He was very fond of his sister and spend most of his
time with his sister only. From the early childhood only, Nanak was very intelligent and was inclined
towards the religious beliefs and the divine subjects and had the great interest in the religious beliefs.
Since his childhood only, he had a kind of pure heart and mercy towards everyone and wanted to lead
the simple life with very pure heart and soul. Once a priest told him to wear a religious thread but
Nanak refused to wear it and said that he can only wear it if this thread is being made of mercy and
contentment and wanted the truth to hold the three threads together and then he will wear it.

Nanak had something unique in himself which separated him from rest of the world. (Chilana
and Singh, 2002). In 1475, his sister got married to Jai Ram and moved to Sultanpur. As stated, Nanak
was very fond of his sister and wanted to stay with his sister for few days and went to Sultanpur to stay
with his sister and started working for the employer of his brother in law. He used to go the nearby
river for meditation and bath. One day he went to the river and did not return for three days. He
actually went to the forest near that river and stayed inside the forest for three days. When he returned
back, he looked like a completely different person and started saying that the God is one and there is
no Hindu or Muslim. This was the time which is regarded as the time when Nanak gave his first
teachings. This laid the foundation of the new religion called “Sikhism”.

Sikhism :-

Sikhism as a religion had a very important role in the cultural formation of the country. Sikhism
is the religion which believed in helping others. They believed in being humble and to do favors to
other people. Sikhism is the religion which believed in simplicity and respect for other religion. It
believes in doing for others and not thinking about yourself without doing any discrimination with the
other people. Sikhism believed that the god is one and there is no shape, color, face of the god. In fact,
the God is invisible and it is there in our own heart and soul and it is wherever we see and believe it to
be. Since Guru Nanak was the founder of this religion, so all the basic moral values and the teachings
that are associated with the religion of Sikhism is originally given by Guru Nanak in his early
teachings.(Duggal and Singh, 1980).

Sikhism is a very important religion as far as the culture of India is concerned, it believed in

equality and justice for everybody and respect for all the other religions and also believed in serving
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the mankind. All the above stated features are the basis of the culture of any country and plays the
important role in the basis of any culture. So, Guru Nanak had the direct relation with the upliftment
and the impact on the culture of India as all his teachings who were also the basis of the Sikhism in
India had the direct impact on the culture of the country.

Teachings of Guru Nanak :-

Guru Nanak had many teachings that laid the foundation of the cultural heritage of this country.
His teachings were basically based on the mercy and kindness towards the humanity and helping other
people. The teachings of Guru Nanak also spread the cultural happiness and the prosperity in the
world and these teachings were the basis of the spread of the cultural awareness. He said that God is
everywhere and the humans should lead the path of spirituality and religion. He also said that every
human being is capable of attaining the spiritual perfection by chanting the name of god which can
ultimately lead them to god. According to Guru Nanak, there is no need for any priest or the ritual to
attain the direct access to the god, in his views by helping others and chanting the name of God, and
having mercy on others can help the human being to attain the god and will take him to the actual path
that god has shown them. (Singh, 2013)

Guru Nanak’s Contributions to Humanity :-

Guru Nanak Dev was considered as one of the most influential and the true preacher of the
existence of one god and his teachings. Guru Nanak’s teachings and preaching came at the time when
the humans were fighting against each other in the war. Guru Nanak was against the violence and while
seeing the human beings fighting with each other for very small reasons, he started his journey towards
the various parts of the world. He travelled to various places in different times to teach the people
about the existence of one god and mercy towards the mankind, and towards helping others. He wanted
to teach the love and kindness while giving the message of non-violence and mercy to the human
being and wanted teach them that nothing will be attained If the people will keep on fighting with each
other.(Nesbitt, 1998). Guru Nanak had many contributions to the culture and humanity for the people.

Out of his many contributions, one was the contribution towards the society by doing the
women empowerment and strongly advocating for the rights and the empowerment of the women in
the country. He firmly advocated that the women should be given the respect and should be treated as
equal to men in the society. He was a very strong believer of the culture and the society of the India.
He believed that the men are bound to women and without women there would be no creation on the
earth and wanted the society to give the equal importance of women as they give to men. He also
believed that women are not less than men in any regards and if given the opportunity, they can even

leave the men behind in any field of this world. While all the other religions advocated about the
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monasticism to attain the salvation, Guru Nanak brought the new religion into existence that advocated
the religion of the middle-class people and which is only based on the equality and the existence of
one god. (Raina, 2002)

With his teachings and the increasing popularity, Guru Nanak became the guru and was being
followed and liked by the people of almost all the religions and became popular throughout. His
teachings were considered as the most useful ones and he attracted a lot of followers towards himself.
Not only the Hindus but the Muslim also became his followers and became inspired and affected by
his teachings. As the time passed by, the time started approaching when Guru Nanak started approaching
towards the end of his life, so for the last rites, both the Hindus and the Muslims wanted to perform
the rights according to their tradition and the debate started between both the communities that who
will do the last rites of the Nanak. In this race the new community of the Sikh disciples also joined the
debate as to how to do the final rites of the Guru.

For finding out the solution, they all went to Guru for the solution and Guru gave them two
bunch of flowers each and asked to keep the flowers near him and said that whoever’s flowers will
remain fresh till next morning, will be allowed to do the final rites. Next morning both the group of
people came back to see whose flowers are fresh and were shocked to see that the Guru was not there
and he disappeared. The only thing that was left there was the two bunch of flowers. Both the
communities did the last rites with the flowers according to their traditions and since then, Guru
Nanak is being remembered for all the teachings that he gave and for the welfare of the society and
for all the good work that he did for the favor of the humanity.

Conclusion :-

Out of the above stated article about the life of Guru Nanak Dev and his contribution to the
cultural heritage of the India, there were many things which could be drawn as the conclusion from
these details. But the most important and the best conclusion that could be drawn from the above
article is that Guru Nanak Dev was the person who always preached about the existence of the humanity
and the existence of one god. His teachings about the chanting of the god’s name to attain the spirituality
was the biggest learning from the article, as it is true that this way it will create the possibilities of
meeting with the god. (Singh, 2013). The contributions of the Guru Nanak towards the culture and the
society was another learning and the conclusion that could be drawn from the article is that the
teachings that were given by Guru Nanak about the respect and the equality of the women with the
men in the society.

The biggest learning and the conclusion from the teachings of Guru Nanak was that the God is

one and every human should be treated equally whether it is the men or women. Everyone should be
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given the equal importance and respect as the other individuals irrespective of the cast, color or

gender of the person.
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ASTUDY ON THE CULTURAL APPROCH OF
THE SATRA INSTITUTION

-Susmita Bhuyan

Masters from Bodoland University

Abstract :-

The institution of Satra is a unique feature of the Neo-Vaishnavism in Assam, founded by
Sankardeva, known as the father of Assamese culture. Namghar and worshipping Vishnu is one of the
most importat think of this Satra cultures and system. Peoples of different cultures came in Satra and
without giving importance to their cast and creed they were assimilate to worshipping Vishnu. The
Satra are not just monasteries but centres of traditional performing arts. In 15th century the first
Satra was established in Majuli. Since then no. of Satras are set up for the propagation of ethics and
socio-cultural ideals.

Key words- Satra, Namghar, Neo- Vaishnavism, Bargeet, Ankiya-Naat, Bhaona, Satriya dance,
Ek sarana nama dharma,Bhortal, Kholtal etc.

Objectives :- The objectives of this paper are to study the cultural structure of the Satra system.
Methodology :- In preparing this works both primary and secondary sources will be collected.
Introduction :-

Assam is the meeting ground of the diverse culture. The people of the Assama state is an
intermixture of various racial states and each have their own unique tradition, culture, dresses and
exotic way of life. Among these tradition and culture, Satra culture is one of the very unique cultures
of Assam. The first Satra of Assam was set up by Sri Sankardeva at Bardowa in 1494 A.D. Sankardeva
as a founder of the Neo-Vaishnavite movement handed over the Satra Institute as a gift to the Assamese
society. This Institute became the main centre place for both cultural and social activities of human
life. Sri Sankardeva’s Neo-Vaishnavite movement is based on the basic principle of humanity involving
people from all walks of life.

The Satra Institutes brought far reaching changes in Assamese society and playing a remarkable

Role in the cultural life of the people. It developed a new genre of philosophy, art, and music which
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reflected in the forms of Bargeet, Ankiya Naat or Bhaona, Satriya dance and the Sankari School of
painting. In this regard, The Satras which over the years have proved to be the custodians of the Neo-
Vaishnavite movement have become an integral part of Assamese society.

Origin of the Satra institution :-

In the 14th and 15th century there was a great awakening in the wake of the Bhakti movement
throughout India. This medieval Bhakti movement was based on the liberal principle of equality and
brotherhood of man. It introduced an era of revolution in the history of India as a whole and in Assam
(the Bhakti movement popularly known in Assam as the Neo- Vaishnavite movement) it was initiated
by the great guru Sri Sankardeva, who gave it a new distinct shape, a new impetus to the people and a
new life in its various aspects. Cast division and priestly oligarchy had become a source of social
irritation and a means of popular exploitation. It was at this juncture that a number of religious leaders
and social reformers like Ramananda, Kabir, Nanak, Namdev, Tukaram, Caityana, Ravidas etc. come
on the scene.

Sankardeva doctrine of universial equality and fraternity were irresistibly attractive and drew
adherents in great numbers. After the death of Sankardeva in 1568 A.D. his worthy successors
Madhavdeva carried out the mission of his guru without carrying for his personal comfort. Madhvdeva
did not allow any of his followers to relax the practice of Eksaranadharma. He intensified the movement
and also extended its sphere by appointing twelve Dharamacarays with powers to initiate disciple at
various places of the country. The most distinguished character of this movement in Assam was its
Satra system. Namghar and worshipping Vishnu is one most important think of this all India based
religion. Through this movement Sankardeva gave the people a simple religion based on Monotheistic
Bhakti cult in place of polytheism.

Cultural approach of Satra Institution :-

Satra institution was most important part of our society. It has been enriching the Assamese
life morally, socially, educationally and also contributed the literature and art. So its roles are important
to develop our society as well as people life.

With the coming of the Neo-Vaishnavite religion we see the uplifting of the backward class,
because according to the principle of Eksarana-nama-dharma all people irrespective of their caste
and creed accepting the newly propagated religion. The believed of one God, it was the main culture
of Satra system. It was helped to grow unity among the people of different region of Assam. Without
importance of their caste, all people came in Satra and participate in different occasion. The great
cultural ambassador Srimanta Sankardeva and Madhavdeva contributed a great deal in creating different

art forms that become integral part of Assamese culture. Borgeet, Bhaona, Ankiya Geet, Holi Geet,
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Dances, Drama and Theater, all are become centre of attraction from the common masses. Borgeet
become a very popular song in this region, Ankiya Geet sung on special occasion like Doul festival,
anniversaries of the two gurus and other festivals of the Barpeta help to grow the popularity of the
Satra culture. As a example, resulted in the drama and theatre formation of professional theatre groups
in and around Different region of Assam.

In traditional crafts making work was having a more important after the establishment of the
Satra. Among the cultural ritual of the Satra Bhaona performances specially flourished in Satra where
it becomes a regular feature on all ceremonial occasions. The growth and popularity of Bhaona gave
birth to a class of artisans who specialized in the art of making costume, decoration, and accessories
of the performance.

Satriya dance which is developed throughout the basis of the Satras has been achieving
popularity and glory amongst all classes of audience in the present day till today. The Khol, Bargeet,
Khuti-tal, and Bhortal introduced by Sankardeva through Satriya culture become the flow of vitality
for Assam and a remarkable aspect of Assamese culture. All are leading to create National sentiments.

Besides this other handicrafts like: Bell and Brass metal industry (xorai and bota), pottery,
wooden- craft (guru-asana), mask, jewelers, paintings, and ivory carving all are employed the rural
people. This entire item helps to maintain the traditional culture of Satra system as well as in this
land. The manuscripts were written mostly on sanchipat and tulapat and they are found in many satras,
which prove that the practice of literature and culture took place in the Satra from the earliest time.
And, it is also prove that the Satra have contributing a great deal to preserve Assamese culture.

So, from the beginning to still moment Satra institution contributing a lot to our society in
every aspect like in growth of literature, to preserve our own culture and others. This institution
established equality among Hindus, Muslim, Christian and others. In short the cultural approach of
Satra system helps to the formation of a greater Assamese society in its traditional way. Basically
culture like Satriya culture and Bhaona are alive by the Satra culture. Satras act as moral governor and
also maintained the moral and ethical code.

Conclusion :-

Satra institution becomes the centre stage of all activities of the village and the interior areas.
Satra institution were the head centre of spreading the Sankari culture and Satra institution provided
anew dimension to the Assamese society through the multifarious activity which is always represent
to Assamese society. Satra culture create the feeling of unification, mutual understanding, equality
and spirit of co-operation which takes the Assamese people in the bond of friendship, brotherhood

etc. It teaches the people the real path of humanity through moral and religious teaching. In present
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time it is the only institution which served as a cultural zone for people of all community. So, it is the
sacred duty for the people to save the religion of Mahapurusha by avoiding discrimination. So, in
lastly it can be pointed out that as a socio-cultural institution of Assam the Satra have multiracial and
multinational feature which prepare the ground for the exercise of culture of different community. It
creates the opportunity to take in all people from any caste or any background and made a field of

cultural assimilation.
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TS B 8 | ARG AT | ol T &R g A fHefdT 81 2 | 9 IRIR # U g & w4
# Rerd W8 2| 31U SHae & 31al W |ANT 9 URAR & fAEH 9 Hared # anTe™ & 8| J
T ¥ gRaAr @ yfier # @ 2| faeg adaE # e Reft § 9gg wg@yef aRads 89 o
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