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From :
Sr. Ernestine Fernandes
Superior and Correspondent
St. Ann’s Convent,
Gauravaram
Eluru

Dear Mrs. Dr. Ch. V Mahalakshmi.
I wish to thank you for communicating to me the good news of the proposed

International Conference and for the accompanying request for a message from me for
the Souvenir to be released in this connection. I was truly overjoyed to learn that the
Departments of Hindi and Telugu are jointly launching on this initiative of the
International Conference in collaboration with Gina Devi Research Institute, Bhiwani,
on the theme Diasporic Literarture: Different Approaches.

In this Platinum Jubilee Year of the existence of the College, this Conference
will certainly mark another great milestone on the College’s journey to continued
progress and success.The proposed International Conference being prepared for, with
great eagerness, enthusiasm and expectation will undoubtedly remain a red-letter day
in the annals of the history of this prestigious Institution of learning.

With a very relevant and significant theme, this Conference will undoubtedly
have a far reaching and lasting impact in the years to come and be a very rewarding
and enriching experience both for the participants and the organizers.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the Convenor, the Co-ordinator, the Speakers
and all the Members of the Department of Hindi and Telugu for launching out on this
endeavour with the challenging theme.l implore the blessings of the Almighty on all
those connected with this programme and pray for the success of this historical event.

With prayerful best wishes.
Sr. Ernestine Fernandes
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Message from the
Principal......

[ am extremely delighted that the Department of Languages under the leadership
of Dr. Ch.V. Mahalakshmi has collaborated with the Gina Devi Research Institute,
Bhiwani, Haryana to conduct the International Conference “Diasporic Literature:
Different Approaches” on 2nd August, 2023. Such collaborative efforts, I am sure
leads to a greater dissemination of knowledge and learning about current issues and
trends to academia around the world.

The issues which are to be deliberated upon in this conference, I hope will bring
about greater peace and understanding amidst our brethren settled in distant climes.

Our diaspora are the wealth of our nation and it is our duty to remember their
resilience, fortitude and excellence they have been displaying. [ am happy that diasporic
Literature belonging to English, Hindi, Telugu, and Sanskrit will be examined, re-read
and re-interpreted in the light of various approaches and theories.

I wish the organizers Dr. Rekha Soni, Dr. Naresh Sihag Advocate and Dr. Ch.V.
Mahalakshmi all the very best in the conduct of this innovative conference that will, 1
am sure, open new vistas of learning.

Dr. Sr. Mercy. P
Principal

Ch.S.D.St.Theresa’s College for Women (A)
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Message from the
Vice - Principal......

e |

IT BRINGS ME GREAT PLEASURE TO PEN DOWN THESE WORDS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST
OF DR.CH.V. MAHA LLAKHSHMI, THE ESTEEMED (COORDINATOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE.
THis CONFERENCE SERVED AS A REMARKABLE ANTHOLOGY OF INTELLECTUAL EXPLORATION, NUANCED
ANALYSIS, AND DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES, ALL STEMMING FROM THE ENLIGHTENING DISCUSSIONS
HELD DURING THE EVENT THEMED ''DIASPORIC LITERATURE: DIFFERENT APPROACHES." THIS
SIGNIFICANT GATHERING, OPERATING IN A HYBRID FORMAT, WENT BEYOND GEOGRAPHICAL
BOUNDARIES TO FOSTER A UNIFIED PLATFORM FOR SCHOLARS, RESEARCHERS, AND LITERATURE
ENTHUSIASTS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE. TOGETHER, THEY DELVED INTO THE INTRICATE TAPESTRY
OF DIASPORIC NARRATIVES, UNRAVELING THE LAYERS OF THEIR MULTIFACETED INTERPRETATIONS.
THiS CONFERENCE ACTED AS AN INTELLECTUAL CROSSROADS WHERE PARTICIPANTS ENGAGED IN
SPIRITED DIALOGUES, SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE VARIOUS LENSES THROUGH WHICH DIASPORIC
LITERATURE CAN BE APPROACHED, INTERPRETED, AND APPRECIATED.

THE ARTICLES PRESENTED HERE ARE NOT MERELY ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS; THEY ARE
BRIDGES CONNECTING DIVERSE CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS, CRITICAL METHODOLOGIES, AND
ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORKS. EACH PIECE OFFERS A UNIQUE VANTAGE POINT INTO THE INTRICATE
INTERPLAY OF DIASPORA, MEMORY, IDENTITY, AND REPRESENTATION, FOSTERING A DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE ACROSS BORDERS.

THE SUCCESS OF THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND THE ENSUING JOURNAL IS A
TESTAMENT TO THE COLLECTIVE DEDICATION AND INTELLECTUAL EXCHANGE OF NUMEROUS
INDIVIDUALS. | EXTEND MY SINCERE GRATITUDE TO THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE, WHOSE
METICULOUS EFFORTS ORCHESTRATED AN EVENT THAT TRANSCENDED PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES,

ALLOWING FOR A RICH DISCOURSE TO UNFOLD IN THE VIRTUAL REALM. I ALSO EXTEND MY
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APPRECIATION TO THE ESTEEMED KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AND PRESENTERS, WHOSE INSIGHTS ENRICHED
THE DISCUSSIONS AND INSPIRED NOVEL WAYS OF APPROACHING DIASPORIC LITERATURE. A SPECIAL
THANKS TO THE COORDINATORDR.MAHALAKHSHMI, WHOSE METICULOUS PLANNING AND TIRELESS
EFFORTS ENSURED THE SEAMLESS EXECUTION OF THE SEMINAR, TRANSCENDING THE CHALLENGES
POSED BY DISTANCE.

THIS JOURNAL SERVES NOT ONLY AS A CHRONICLE OF THE SEMINAR BUT ALSO AS A CATALYST
FOR FUTURE DIALOGUES AND COLLABORATIONS. THE IDEAS SHARED HERE HAVE THE POWER TO
TRANSCEND BORDERS, INSPIRE CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, AND PAVE THE WAY FOR
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO GLOBAL CHALLENGES.

I INVITE OUR READERS TO IMMERSE THEMSELVES IN THE THOUGHT-PROVOKING ARTICLES
THAT FOLLOW, TO ENGAGE WITH THE MYRIAD PERSPECTIVES AND METHODOLOGIES THAT ILLUMINATE
THE REALM OF DIASPORIC LITERATURE.

MAY THE INSIGHTS SHARED WITHIN THESE PAGES INSPIRE FURTHER EXPLORATION, ENCOURAGE
CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, AND CELEBRATE THE RICH MOSAIC OF HUMAN NARRATIVES

THAT TRANSCEND BORDERS.

SR.MARIACHRISTIA.L
THE VICE PRINCIPAL
ST.THERESA’S COLLEGE FOR WOMEN (A).
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Message

Diasporic literature has almost always held a certain aura of alienation, loss and expatriation
as central themes in the bulk of writings. The quest for identity, uprooting, insider and outsider
syndrome, nostalgia are some of the characteristic features ofdiasporic writings. The literature
produced by Indian diaspora functions as a substitute for the homeland, India, on a global platform
and traverses across historical periods and geographicalboundaries. This physical detachment on the
one hand and psychological attachment towards homeland, indeed makes compelling reading. The
International Conference "Diasporic Literature: Different Approach” 2ndAugust 2023 is a stepforward
towards bringing together of different ideologies of diasporic writers from Hindi, English, Telugu

and Sanskrit literature.

I congratulate the Gina Devi Research Institute Bhiwani, Haryana, which has collaborated with
Ch.S.D.St.Theresa's College for Women(A), Eluru for conducting this International Conference. My
Kudos to Dr. Mahalakshmi & Dept of Telugu for organising the Conference with meticulous detailing

of the blended modalities of participation & presentation of papers.

Dr. R. Madhavi,

Dean, Languages,

H.O.D English,

Ch.S.D.St.Theresa's College for Women, Eluru.
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Monarch Butterflies — Conservation icons of

Culture, Tradition, Food...

Dr. Sr. Mercy. P, Principal,
Dr. Padmaja M, Head, Department of Home Science
Ch.S.D.St.Theresa’s College for Women (A), Eluru

Abstract :-

The Indian diaspora is currently more affluent than in the past, and their engagement in India's
progress is increasing. They contribute to remittances, investments, lobbying efforts for India,
promoting Indian culture internationally, and building a positive reputation for India through their
intelligence and hard work. The Indian diaspora consists of a diverse range of individuals who possess
different perspectives and experiences shaped by their cultural, artistic, and social backgrounds. These
unique aspects contribute to the varied tones found within the diaspora. The Indian diaspora's
contributions, whether in their host countries or in India, have made a significant and lasting impact
on a global scale. Over time, the Indian diaspora has evolved by preserving its rich cultural heritage
while also embracing the societies and opportunities present in their adopted homes. This ongoing
process of evolution has allowed the Indian diaspora to draw strength from its roots as well as adapt
and integrate into new environments.

Key Words :- diaspora, remittances, contributions, cultural background, Challenges

According to Global Migration Report 2020, India continues to be the largest country of
origin of transnational settlers with al7.5 million-strong diaspora across the world, and it entered the
loftiest remittance of $78.6 billion of Indians living abroad. Diaspora Indians are more prosperous
than in the future, and their involvement in India's development has helped. It subsidizes the transmittals,
venture, lobbying for India, promoting Indian culture abroad, and instituting a good image of India
through intelligence and assiduity. The term “Diaspora” is derived from the Greek word diacerein,
which means “dissipation”. Over time, the term evolved, and now approximately refers to any person/
s belonging to a particular country with a common origin or culture, but abiding outside their

motherland for colorful reasons. In India, diaspora is generally understood to include Non-Resident
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Indians(NRIs), Persons of Indian Origin(PIOs), and Overseas Citizens of India(OCI), of which PIO
and OCI card holders were intermingled under one order — OCI — in 2015. The Indian migration
began in large figures during British rule as indentured laborers to former colonies like Fiji, Kenya,
and Malaysia. Persistent development is visible even in the post-independence era with Indians from
different societal strata moving to countries like the United Kingdom, the United States, and Gulf
countries.

Consequence of Indian Diaspora :-

Profitable Front Indian diaspora is one of the richest nonagenarians in numerous advanced
countries, this helped them to lobby for favorable terms regarding India's interests. For illustration,
at 2.8 million, Indians may number just 1 of the U.S. population, but they're the most educated and
richest nonagenarian, according to a 2013 Pew check. The migration of lower-professed labor
(especially to West Asia) has also helped in bringing down disguised severance in India. In general,
settlers' remittances have positive systemic goods on the balance of payments. Remittances of $70-
80 billion help to bridge a wider trade deficiency. By weaving a web of cross-national networks, the
migratory workers eased the inflow of wordless information, marketable and business ideas, and
technologies into India.

Political Front Numerous people of Indian origin hold top political positions in numerous
countries, in the US itself they're now a significant part of Republicans and Egalitarians, as well as the
government. The Indian diaspora's political influence can be measured by the role it has played in
getting distrustful legislators to vote for India-US dialogue. Foreign Policy

Front Indian diaspora isn't just a part of India’s soft power, but a completely transmittable
political vote bank as well. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s event at Madison Square Garden is a way
of thanking the Indian- American community members who played a big part in his electronic crusade
and election backing. The institutionalization of “diaspora tactfulness” is a distinct suggestion for the
fact that a country’s diaspora community has come vastly more important as a subject of interest for
foreign policy and associated government conditioning.

Challenges Faced by Indian Diaspora :-

Miscellaneous diaspora Indian Diaspora has different demands from the Indian Government.
The diaspora from the Gulf, for illustration, looks to India for support on weal issues. While those
from fat nations similar to the US look to India for investment openings. The Indian communities in
countries similar to Fiji and Mauritius, meanwhile, desire to reconnect with the country on artistic
grounds. Anti-Globalization with the rising Anti-globalization surge, there has been an increase in the
incidents of suspected hate crimes against the Indian community. West Asian Crisis The volatility in

West Asia, together with the fall in oil painting prices, has caused fears of a massive return of Indian
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citizens, abridging remittances, and making demands on the job request. Diasporas returning to India
must also recognize that the West Asian diaspora are semi-technical and heavily involved in the
structural sector. After the structure smash will get over India should be ready for the eventuality of
Indian workers returning.

Regulatory Cholesterol There are numerous crunches of the Indian system for the diaspora to
unite with India or to invest in the country. For illustration, grievances like a red tape recording,
multiple concurrences, and mistrust of government are acting as hindrances in fulfilling openings
presented by Indian Diaspora. Negative Fallout It must be flashed back that having a strong diaspora
doesn't always restate benefits for the home country. India has problems with foreign support for
separatist movements such as the Negative Campaign and the Kalistan movement.

The Indian diaspora could provide the necessary strategic impetus, making it all the more
important to seize India's opportunities. India should formulate a new NRI policy, the government
must incontinently work with developed countries to ask that they protest back a portion of the income
duty earnings they collect from the Indian diaspora. This is fair because these countries didn't invest
anything in creating this gift but benefit incontinently when the emigrant pays levies abroad. There's
aneed for a strategic diaspora evacuation policy from conflict zones in a world where heads materialize
without warnings and give veritably little response time for governments. India’s foreign policy aims
to restate hook-ups to benefits for crucial systems like Swachh Bharat, Clean Ganga, Make in India,
Digital India, and Skill India, the diaspora has the plenitude of reaches to contribute. VAJRA (Visiting
Advanced Joint Research Faculty) scheme which seeks to formalize a gyration program wherein top
NRI scientists, masterminds, croakers, directors, and professionals serve Indian public sector
associations for a brief period, advancing their moxie is a step in the right direction. The ease of
doing business will go a long way in facilitating investment from diaspora Indians.

Diaspora Diplomacy :-

A collaborative action that's driven by a country’s diaspora, that influences the host country’s
culture, politics, and economics in a manner that's mutually salutary for the motherland and the new
home base. India's Diaspora Policy India was originally sensitive to the view that backing the cause of
overseas Indians might offend the host countries, who should be completely responsible for their
weal and security.

J L Nehru’s perspectives had been that the diaspora could not count on India to combat for his
or her rights and hence India’s overseas coverage within side the Nineteen Fifties changed into therefore
dependent as a version of non-interference on every occasion the migrant Indians were given into
problem in Sri Lanka, Myanmar, etc. still, Rajiv Gandhi changed into the primary Prime Minister who

modified the diaspora coverage within side the Nineteen Eighties via way of means of inviting Indians
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abroad, anyways in their nation, to proportion in nation- structure, similar to the distant places Chinese
communities. Additionally, under, Atal Bihari Vajpayee Government after 2000, there got here a bunch
of superb measures comparable as a separate Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs, the Person of
Indian Origin (PIO) Card, PravasiBharatiya Queens, PravasiBharatiyaSamman Award, Overseas Citizen
of India Card, NRI budget and balloting rights for Indian residents abroad.

Likewise, in 2015, the Ministry of External Affairs launched a thee-migrate system that requires
all foreign employers to register in the database. In 2016, the current government launched a program
called 'Know India Program' (KIP) for Diaspora participation, to familiarize young Indians (ages 18-
30) with their Indian roots and modern India.

Indian Diaspora at Work in Different Countries :-

One of the largest migrant populations in the world, the Indian diaspora has an estimated 18
million members. It has a large presence in several nations, including the US, Canada, the UK, the
Gulf states, and Australia. While many members of the Indian diaspora work in highly specialized
fields like computer technology, finance, and medicine, a sizable portion of them are employed in
physical labor and lower-skilled occupations. Members of the Indian diaspora's safety at work is a
serious concern. Numerous incidences of violence, discrimination, and exploitation of Indian
employees in several nations have occurred in recent years. The safety of members of the Indian
diaspora at work in various nations will be examined in this article, along with the measures taken to
solve the problem.

Members of the Indian diaspora's safety at work is a serious concern. While individuals of the
Indian diaspora have made substantial economic contributions to several nations, they have also
encountered instances of bigotry, discrimination, and exploitation. Work has been done by several
organizations and advocacy groups to address these problems and advance diversity and inclusion in
the workplace. To guarantee the well-being and safety of people of the Indian diaspora at work, more
must be done. To make workplaces that respect the rights and dignity of all employees, regardless of
their ethnicity or nationality, governments and employers must collaborate.

Health Crisis in Indian Diasporics :-

Refined carbohydrates, similar to white rice and white flour, are dependent on the ultramodern
Asian Indian diet and may contribute to the rising prevalence of type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular
complaint in this population. Before the 1950s, whole grains similar to amaranth, barley, brown rice,
millet, and sludge were more generally used in Asian Indian cuisine. These grains and other on-Indian
grains similar to couscous, quinoa, and spelled are nutritionally profitable and may be culturally
respectable carbohydrate backups for Asian Indians. This review focuses on practical recommendations

for culturally sensitive carbohydrate revision in an ultramodern Asian Indian diet, in trouble to reduce
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type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular complaint in this population. Global Organization of People of
Indian Origin's health council. Pointing out that the Indian Diaspora is a major threat from diabetes,
heart complaint, and other habitual problems, Ahuja, a registered dietician, says lesser attention is
demanded adding mindfulness, promoting forestalment, and managing habitual conditions.

"It is a huge crisis not just in terms of ailments like diabetes, for which Indians account for
the highest number of victims, but also in terms of the huge medical care costs that such diseases
entail,"

Ahuja, is a long-time Stamford, Connecticut resident.

The COVID-19 pandemic's horrific images of fatalities and destruction have given diaspora
diplomacy increased attention worldwide, but especially in India. A new generation of professionals
from the diaspora who are modeled after social entrepreneurs build links with their counterparts to
facilitate medical services and research through cooperative and non-profit structures. Diaspora
members and their counterparts can communicate more easily thanks to teleradiology and
telepsychiatry. To standardize the advice provided by the Indian diaspora in the Global North as protocols
change quickly in acute pandemics, we suggest a shared telehealth platform. The well-known digital
gap in India and other low- and middle-income nations should be taken into account. To promote
transparency and accountability in the collecting of funds as well as a requirement for outcome
measurement by impartial monitors rather than through social media, we urge diaspora members to
become trained in the art of global health diplomacy. Indian Americans concentrated on the long-
term infrastructural requirements for India to boost the public health sector, which has historically
been underappreciated in that nation. As a best practice for upcoming pandemics and humanitarian
disasters, the lessons learned from diverse diaspora initiatives should be independently assessed and
recorded.

Indian Diaspora's response to Indian literature in English :-

It is widely acknowledged that the fundamental focus of all literature is the human being,
including his or her deeds, thoughts, feelings, and religious beliefs. Literature deals with a variety of
sociological topics and aesthetically pleasing arrangements. Literature from the diaspora explores
emigrant sensitivity. It focuses on immigrants' life and the internal and external struggles they face in
a strange country. Diasporic literature holds a significant position in the literary world by focusing
on topics like cultural predicament, the search for identity, multiculturalism, and universal
characteristics of human existence.

In "Exploring the Role of Testimonio Method in Shaping Collective Memory of Indenture
History: from Empathy to Empowerment," the author looks at how the Testimonio method of study,

a potent literary genre with roots in oral history, can be used to study indenture history from the
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Bhojpuri-speaking regions of North India and fill in the gaps and silences of this history using folktales,
oral histories, poems, diaries, autobiographies, etc. Through folk tales and songs told to young children,
it also emphasizes the role of Bhojpuri as a community language, its influence on cultural preservation,
and literary expression. It also emphasizes the role of Khelauni (babysitter) and Ajie (grandmother)
culture in the formation of a distinct community in the former sugar colonies such as Fiji, Mauritius,
etc. By examining a variety of testimonial narratives and literary works, this essay aims to demonstrate
the effectiveness of the Testimonio method in revealing the untold stories of indentured people. It
does so by highlighting the complex aspects of indenture history, gender dynamics, and the preservation
of cultural identity. It also emphasizes how the distinctive approach of the Testimonio method, which
is concentrated on individual narratives and collective memory, enables a nuanced comprehension of
the real hardships and victories of the Girmitiyas.

Conclusion :-

The modern application of science and technology has reduced the size of the world to a
manageable global village. People quickly take advantage of the option to go anywhere in the globe to
sustain themselves in this age of fierce competition, which has an impact on global cultural, political,
social, economic, and literary trends and challenges. Diasporic literature and its application to the
increasingly interconnected world is one scholarly topic worth exploring. This essay was inspired by
the need to comprehend the significance of Diaspora literature in a globalized society. This paper
attempt to comprehend the value of Diaspora writing in a globalized society to discuss various aspects
of diasporic literature, including its in-depth analysis, literary trends and practices that have been
noticed, diversity in ethnicities, languages, and religious traditions, etymological growth, issues with
migration, the emotions, difficulties, consolation, and acculturation of the migrant community, and
hybridity and its effects on the second generation in the wake of globalization. Additionally, [ want to

muse about the ephemeral idea of excellence and how it relates to and influences the modern world.
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Abstract :-

This research article explores the historical development and significance of diasporic
literature, a genre that captures the experiences of individuals uprooted from their homelands. Tracing
its origins to ancient civilizations, and literature, we examine how diasporic literature evolved through
medieval and Renaissance periods, such as Sephardic Jewish writings and African slave narratives.
We then delve into the modern era, where postcolonial literature emerged as a significant force,
empowering formerly colonized writers to reclaim their narratives. Contemporary diasporic authors
continue to explore themes of assimilation, acculturation, and the interplay between tradition and
modernity.

The significance of diasporic literature lies in its ability to challenge traditional notions of
identity, foster empathy, and promote cross-cultural dialogue. It serves as a vital tool for understanding
the human condition and the challenges of displacement, cultural dislocation, and the search for
belonging. Diasporic literature also contributes to the preservation and revitalization of cultural
heritage, allowing diasporic communities to maintain their unique identities in new contexts. It
empowers marginalized voices, expands the literary canon, and advocates for social justice.
Keywords :- 1. Diasporic literature, 2. Displacement, 3. Cultural transformation, 4. Identity, 5. Cross-
cultural dialogue, 6. Cultural preservation.

Introduction :-

Diasporic literature, a genre that captures the essence of displacement, cultural transformation,
and the longing for a sense of belonging, holds a significant place in the literary world. It is a realm
where the experiences of individuals uprooted from their homelands find solace, expression, and
communal understanding. Diasporic literature, with its historical roots in ancient civilizations and its

continued evolution through different eras, holds a significant place in the literary world. Throughout
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history, diasporic writers have crafted narratives that explore the complexities of displacement, cultural
transformation, and the yearning for a sense of belonging.

The concept of diaspora, originating from the Greek term "diaspeirein," meaning "to scatter,"
encapsulates the essence of the human experience of migration, exile, and displacement. From the
earliest civilizations to the modern age, countless communities have been forced to traverse unfamiliar
territories, carrying with them the weight of their heritage, memories, and dreams. Diasporic literature
emerges as a testament to the resilience and creativity of individuals navigating the complex
intersections of culture, identity, and belonging.

Ancient Origins :-

In exploring the historical roots of diasporic literature, we encounter the rich tapestry of
ancient civilizations where the seeds of this genre were first sown. Ancient Hebrew literature, as
found in the Hebrew Bible, provides an enduring example of diasporic storytelling. The Book of
Exodus recounts the arduous journey of the Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land, embodying
the struggles, aspirations, and faith of a displaced people. The narrative of Exodus not only conveys
the physical journey but also delves into the emotional and spiritual landscapes of the diaspora
experience.

Similarly, Greek literature of the Hellenistic period presents a vivid portrayal of diasporic
themes. The great library of Alexandria became a melting pot for diverse cultures and languages,
providing fertile ground for diasporic voices to emerge. Poets like Callimachus, who composed his
works in Alexandria, captured the complexities of Greek immigrants' lives, their nostalgia for the
homeland, and their quest to establish a sense of community in foreign lands. Through their verses,
these ancient writers reflected the universal yearning for a place to call home, while navigating the
challenges of cultural adaptation and preservation.

Medieval and Renaissance Periods :-

The medieval and Renaissance periods witnessed diasporic literature flourishing across
different regions and communities. The expulsion of the Sephardic Jews from Spain in 1492 led to a
significant diaspora, resulting in a distinctive body of Sephardic literature. Works such as Isaac
Abravanel's "Dialogues" and Solomon ibn Verga's "ShevetYehudah" provide valuable insights into the
experiences of Sephardic Jews, their resilience in the face of persecution, and their efforts to preserve
their cultural identity amidst a changing world.

In the context of the African diaspora, the transatlantic slave trade stands as a tragic chapter in
history. Yet, within this dark period, narratives of resilience and resistance emerged through the voices

of enslaved individuals. Slave narratives, such as Olaudah Equiano's "The Interesting Narrative of the
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Life of Olaudah Equiano," bear witness to the horrors of slavery while revealing the strength of the
African diaspora. These powerful accounts not only exposed the brutalities of enslavement but also
highlighted the indomitable spirit and quest for freedom that defined the African diaspora's journey.
Modern Era:

The modern era marks a turning point in the evolution of diasporic literature, as globalization
and mass migrations reshaped the cultural landscape. The postcolonial wave of literature emerged as
a powerful force, enabling formerly colonized writers to reclaim their narratives and articulate their
experiences of displacement and cultural encounters. Renowned authors like Chinua Achebe, Jamaica
Kincaid, and Salman Rushdie, to name a few, crafted literary works that confronted issues of cultural
hybridity, colonialism's legacy, and the search for identity within a diasporic context.

Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, diasporic literature continued to evolve, expanding
its scope to incorporate diverse perspectives and explore new themes. Writers like Jhumpa Lahiri,
Junot Diaz, and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie navigated the intricacies of assimilation, the complexities
of cultural negotiation, and the intergenerational transmission of cultural heritage. Through their
storytelling, they provided profound insights into the challenges, triumphs, and multifaceted identities
that define diasporic communities.

Significance and Impact :-

Diasporic literature holds immense significance as a cultural and literary phenomenon, leaving
a lasting impact on both the writers who create it and the readers who engage with it. This genre
serves as a vital tool for understanding the human condition, promoting empathy, and fostering cross-
cultural dialogue. By delving into the experiences of displaced individuals, it illuminates the challenges
of cultural dislocation, the longing for home, and the search for identity. Moreover, diasporic literature
contributes to the preservation and revitalization of cultural heritage, enabling diasporic communities
to maintain their unique identities in new contexts. Its significance lies in its ability to shape our
perceptions of history, identity, and the interconnectedness of the global community.

One of the key contributions of diasporic literature is its power to challenge and disrupt
traditional notions of identity. In exploring the experiences of diasporic individuals, this genre
illuminates the complexities of multiple identities and cultural hybridity. By embracing and celebrating
diversity, diasporic literature helps to dismantle the limitations of fixed identity categories, enabling
readers to recognize the fluidity and richness of human experiences. It allows individuals from diverse
backgrounds to find resonance and common ground in shared struggles, fostering a sense of collective
understanding and empathy.

Furthermore, diasporic literature acts as a bridge between cultures, fostering cross-cultural
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dialogue and promoting a deeper appreciation for diverse perspectives. Through the narratives of
diasporic writers, readers gain insights into the histories, traditions, and customs of different
communities, ultimately breaking down stereotypes and fostering a more nuanced understanding of
cultural diversity. This intercultural exchange engendered by diasporic literature cultivates empathy,
broadens worldviews, and nurtures a sense of global citizenship.

Diasporic literature also plays a crucial role in the preservation and revitalization of cultural
heritage. For diasporic communities, the written word becomes a means to keep their traditions
alive, maintain connections to their ancestral homelands, and transmit cultural knowledge across
generations. Through storytelling and literary expression, diasporic writers contribute to the archive
of cultural memory, ensuring that their histories and experiences are not forgotten. This preservation
of cultural heritage is particularly significant in contexts where diasporic communities face the
challenges of assimilation and cultural erasure.

In addition to cultural preservation, diasporic literature serves as a powerful tool for cultural
revitalization and reclamation. It allows diasporic individuals to assert their identities, challenge
dominant narratives, and reclaim agency in the face of historical injustices and systemic
marginalization. By providing a platform for marginalized voices, diasporic literature contributes to
the decolonization of literature and expands the canon to include narratives that have traditionally
been overlooked or suppressed.

Moreover, diasporic literature has a profound impact on individual readers, as it provides
them with a means to navigate their own complex identities and experiences. By encountering
characters who grapple with issues of displacement, cultural negotiation, and the search for belonging,
readers find validation and a sense of resonance with their own journeys. This literature offers a
space for self-reflection, fostering a deeper understanding of personal histories and cultural roots.

Furthermore, diasporic literature has the potential to shape public consciousness and influence
societal discourse. Through its exploration of issues such as race, ethnicity, immigration, and cultural
assimilation, it engages with pressing social and political questions. By bringing these themes to the
forefront of public discourse, diasporic literature challenges dominant narratives, exposes systemic
inequalities, and advocates for social justice. It inspires readers to critically examine power structures
and encourages them to actively participate in shaping a more inclusive and equitable society.
Conclusion :-

Diasporic literature has a rich historical foundation that spans ancient civilizations to the
present day. Through various periods and across diverse cultures, this genre has explored the

complexities of diaspora, providing insight into the universal experiences of displacement, identity
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formation, and cultural hybridity.

Diasporic literaturehas its historical roots in ancient civilizations and throughout history,
diasporic writers have crafted narratives that explore the complexities of displacement, cultural
transformation, and the yearning for a sense of belonging. From ancient Hebrew literature to Greek
poetry in Alexandria, from Sephardic Jewish writings to African slave narratives, the voices of the
diaspora have persevered, leaving an indelible mark on the literary landscape. The modern era witnessed
a flourishing of diasporic literature, as globalization and mass migrations reshaped the cultural milieu.
Postcolonial literature became a powerful force, empowering formerly colonized writers to reclaim
their narratives and explore the intersections of culture, identity, and diaspora. Contemporary diasporic
authors continue to explore themes of assimilation, acculturation, and the interplay between tradition
and modernity.

The significance and impact of diasporic literature lie in its ability to shape our perceptions of
history, identity, and the interconnectedness of the global community. It challenges traditional notions
of identity, fostering empathy and promoting cross-cultural dialogue. Diasporic literature serves as a
vehicle for cultural preservation and revitalization, ensuring that diasporic communities maintain
their unique identities in new contexts. It empowers marginalized voices, contributes to the
decolonization of literature, and expands the canon to include narratives that have traditionally been
overlooked or suppressed. Moreover, diasporic literature has a profound impact on individual readers,

providing validation, self-reflection, and a deeper understanding of personal histories.
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ABSTRACT :-

The play represents a personal compromise for ‘Tennessee Williams’ work “A streetcar named
desire” is an outcome of his personal struggle. Tennessee Williams one of the most significant
pioneers of American drama. He drew his inspiration from his own family members. He is one of the
most influential American playwright after the I world war.He wrote many award winning poetic
plays. He is known as “the theatre poet in prose”. His themes are based on human frustration in which
sex and violence underlie an atmosphere of romantic gentility. Expressionism is one of the dramatic
technique which represents the reality of inner life.As an American dramatist Tennessee Williams
uses expressionistic technique in a masterly manner.In order to represent inner reality of life he uses
this technique. The clash between north and south are one of the major themes of William’s.A street
car named desire is a play written by the very famous playwright Tennessee Williams, which follows
the peripatetic of fragile and fading southern belle-blanche dubois to her eventual mental disintegration
and metaphorical death. It explores and addresses a variety of themes and issues such as toxic
masculinity, loss of empathy, the American dream, non-conformity reality and desire it is set against
the backdrop of a new post. World War Il America and has implicit references to the antebellum (pre
American civil-war of 1861-65) southern society.

Key words :- American drama, Expressionism, Disintegration, American dream.
INTRODUCTION :-

Expressionism and all other unconventionaltheatre techniques have only one valid goal:a closer
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approach to the truth. When a piece employs techniques it is not-or certainly should to find a closer
angle of approach, amorenot be-trying to evade its responsibility to deal with reality or to interpret
experience; intends or should at least intend to find a closer angle of approach, a moe penetrating and
vid expression of things as they are or atleast..... truth, life reality is something organic that the
poetic imagination it can only represent or suggest in essence through transformation, transmutation
into forms other than those existing simply in its appearance (Williams, 2007, PP. 9-10)

Expressionism as an art from was a movement, which began in Germany bolero World. It is
revolt against 'realism'. by distorting objects and breaking up time sequence enabling the dramatist to
depict 'inner reality, me dramatist to depict 'inner reality, the soul of psyche of people. The emphasis
Suss iron the external to the inner reality. Strindberg was the first dramatist to write expressionistic
novels. These play wrights who revolted against realism shared Nietzsche contempt for "constant
spying on reality' and lying in the dust before triviality. The warned who were neither satisfied with
habitual forms of realism nor contented with the basic aims, which motivated it, men who rebelled
against its preordained concern with are appearances and hated the technical clichés through which it
spoke.

The play wrights, who for convenience were later, to be labeled “Expressionists” want to do
more than contemplate the surface of things. They sought for deeper conflicts the those granted by
the good old external "situations" of the "well-made plays" even as treat by the realists. They looked
for a freer means of presentation and a wider range of narrativ than their restricted formula afforded.
They wanted to see not the surface alone, but be death the surface too. It was Stanislavski who said
"realism ends where the super conscious begins, and the superconscious was the object of their
quest. They hoped to enjoy some thing of that sense of omniscience, which is the usual province of
the novelist, to exercise hi freedom in selecting one character, through which to see events, and to
write with a point view, which was impossible when, the fourth wall" was removed and a mere "slice of
life revealed. They wanted to look within their characters, treat them subjectively, tap the streams of
consciousness if need be, penetrate into their innermost beings, and lay bar their dreams, their
inhibitions, and the hidden workings of their minds, which could not b included in the external
observation of the camera. In short, They sought the eye of the X ray instead of the camera.

In pursuing their aims, they did not want to concentrate on one event, but on a series events
pivotal, revelatory moments, moments which marched bravely into the essence (the event crucial
moments of crisis rather than half hours of preparation. It. however, the individualized characters
they did so with an interest, which was cantered in a se pursries of events rather than a single and

arbitrary quandary.
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As their concern frequently was not the outer world at all but the inner life of the mind an
spirit, they availed themselves of the discoveries and the language of the newer psychosis’s particularly
the psychoanalysts and psychiatrists who had appeared since of the century.

In the purely technical matters of playmaking these insurgent dramatists condemn in the
customary form of the realistic play that pretended to realism to the manner in which the "Well-made
plays" were padded just to fill, give characters, and comic relief, which were as artificial as they were
unimposing. Usually built around one "big scene" or "situation", these plays had life, its pace, its
confusion, its mad, unfaltering onrush-and gave, to the kaleidoscopic sequence of events or the true
complexities of character. Sionists saw them, they took into account only what man said, never what
we and were, accordingly eternally preoccupied with surface and appearance. The needs of that new
centre of conflict these insurgent playwrights had found, for they were not satisfied with the old
sources of action. They, like their me, la stumbled upon new ones. They did not want to present
mankind grappling with outside forces. Rather they sought to dramatize man's struggle with himself.
And for this the old dialogue was patently inadequate.

In their search for freedom the Expressionists turned, consciously or unconsciously, to the
model the Elizabethans afforded. They had marched to their points and their conclusions with superb
freedom. No Unities had stood in their way, nor had they bowed to any of the academic niceties,
which sapped the vitality of the French Classicists. Their stage was the world and their scripts were
nomads traveling at will to its farthest corners. Undoubtedly the Expressionists were as much influenced
by the motion pictures as they were by the novelties, the psychoanalysts.

Though the playwrights using its technique have won a common title, they have but rarely been
consolidated into a group or school, in spite of certain similarities in methods of "attack" and, above
all, in the common desire for experimentation which has characterized their work the world over, the
protest of the Expressionists has been largely individual.

The 1947 play'A Streetcar Named Desire' is a modern domestic tragedy written by the esteemed
southern gothic writer Tennessee Williams. It presents a myriad of distinctive characters which serve
not only to allegorise the various issues and themes explored in the play but also to provide a unique
perspective showing that one person's hell is another's heaven; how Elysian Fields (the small town or
avenue where this play is set) at first glance may seem like a tolerant paradise but hides a sinister
truth about families plagued by domestic violence and a lack of sensitivity. The playwright, Tennessee
Williams effectively presents the themes of the gentle antebellum south, its contrasting counterpart
the post-world war Il America, the masculine and the effeminate and nonconformity in his play and

these themes are instrumental in affecting the characters of the play and how they shape their Character

(0000 I August 2023, Vol. 18, ISSUE-2(2) (IOt O0oroOm




of'the play and how they shape their world. Williams dramatically presents these contrasting characters
to show that all characters in the play to an extent live in their own illusion to conform to and sharp
the world around them yet hypocritically judge blanche for being detached from reality and essentially
attempting to do the same. Tennessee Williams presents this irony dramatically through the constructs
of the more sensitive, non conformist individuals like Blanche Dubois and Allan Gray and those
individuals who have now become a part of the new harsh community of post war America: Stella
Kowalski and Stanley Kowalski.

Elysian Fields in Streetcar presents a unique community within New Orleans known for its
"raffish charm" and "easy intermingling of races". It is a reference to a resting place for Greek heroes
after their deaths which is ironic since the protagonist of the play is an antihero. It therefore indicates
that Elysian fields with its "tender blue" sky and "faint redolence’s of bananas and coffee" will also be
Blanche's destruction. The juxtaposition of the bright tones with the "weathered grey" houses further
implies that Elysian fields may be a paradise for the ideal Greek hero (traditionally characterized as
a brave and skilled warrior who died on the battlefield) a lot like the construct of Stanley who takes
extreme pride in the role he played during the war, but it is not a paradise for the vulnerable, sensitive
individuals like Blanche who refuse to conform to the harsh society of these 'heroes". Elysian fields
1s a community created by the new post war America; a world shaped from the blood and death which
characterised the war and therefore is shaped into a paradise for the crude and harsh.

It is representative of the beautiful facade of the "turquoise" sky which attenuates the
"atmosphere of decay" indicating the decay and rot which festers within the seemingly perfect and
inclusive society of Elysian Fields.

On the other hand, a contrasting argument could suggest that Elysian Fields does not represent
the decay in society but rather the American dream and practicality embodied by the working class
society of post war America. Williams presents Elysian Fields as an all inclusive society where
immigrants feel at home implying that it is not the community of Elysian Fields which forces the
Blanche (the Antebellum South) to conform but Blanche who tries to shape the lifestyle and raffish
charm of elysian fields to fit the aristocratic southern society of her past which justifies the destructive
impact of elysian fields on blanches incongruity to elysian fields was made evident from the beginning
of the play foreshadowing the outcome of her attempt to shape elysian fields to fit her moulds blanche
Dubois unique construct is dramatically presented by Williams through the theme of reality and
illusion. Blanche at times is presented as a pathological liar which is simply a way for her to cope
with her inability to fit in and escape the truth of her reality which makes her extremely vulnerable.

This is perhaps and indication that Williams saw himself in blanche as he himself' had a tendency
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to lie are nothing but illusions she forces herself to believe in because she cannot stand the light of
the truth and finds the dark of her lies "comforting". This is further implied when Blanche is likened
to white moth who cannot help but be attracted to flame (light) even though it knows that flame will
eventually burn it. Blanche craves a reality where she can touch the light, find sensitivity in a post-
WWII world where the truth of reality is too harsh for her to accept. This indicates that Blanche's
detachment from reality for which she was punished and ousted, is symptomatic of the society's
brutality.

Her illusions shape her fantastical world where she is still an aristocratic southern belle living
in a courtly society southern society with sensitive sensibilities and being invited on “ a cruise of the
Caribbean”. Blanche shapes the world around her so that she can escape the truth of her peripatetic or
loss of fortune, sordid past and create a new life and beginning for herself at Elysian Fields so that
she can "breathe quietly again". This is why her metaphorical death caused by Elysian Fields's inability
to accept her evokes feelings of pathos as her only fault was her inability to accept the insensitivity
embodied by Elysian Fields. Williams himself claims that he had "only one major theme for [his]
work, which is the destructive power of society on the sensitive non-conformist individual" which
further solidifies the fact that Tennessee Williams created pathos (an atmosphere of profound
melancholy) to highlight the bigotry of the society and Blanche's tragic attempt at shaping a world for
her self.

It is ironic and hypocritical that Blanche like all the other residents of Elysian Fields was
essentially an immigrant who had left her past behind to start a new life yet she was the only one who
was eventually ousted from the society for the fornications of her past. It also reflects the double
standards of the male dominated society of Elysian Fields. Blanche was not the submissive and meek
woman who condoned domestic violence like Stella was; she refused to accept the brutality embodied
by Stanley and the post war America and so was punished for it because she interfered with the status
quo of the society shaped by men like Stanley in the play. She fought against the aggression, loss of
sensitivity, absence of intellectual affinity and profound brutality represented by Stanley. This
categorises the sensitive souins against tire north and its vulnerability after its defeat. The antebellum
south was later taken advantage of in its weakened state just like how Blanche was raped by Stanley
when she was unsuccessful in taking Stella away from Stanley's world and into a world shaped from
her illusions.

Blanche romanticises the antebellum south and the delicate sensitivities it represented.
However in doing so she again deludes herself into believing that the old south was perfect and

embodied all the beauty and softness which was missing in post-war America. The southern society at
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its core was racist and intolerant so much so that they even ousted Blanche despite her former status
and fortune. Blanche however clung to the fantasy of the southern belle even when that society itself
deserted her, this shows Blanche's desperation to cling on to the gentility of the south as well as her
vulnerability entering the harsh new America. While Blanche saw the old south as her heaven because
of its morphed, romanticised image in her mind; The old south was hell for her former husband Allan
Gray who committed suicide because of the cruel southern society (embodied by Blanche) and its
failure to accept Gray as a homosexual. Blanche cruelly told Gray that "you disgust me" and triggered
his suicide, it portrayed how Blanche (the image of the soft southern society) was Gray's last hope at
finding acceptance but she too callously turned her back on him when he needed her friendship and
approval the most. This further elaborates how Blanche's and Allan's reality were one and the same
feet extremely different because while Blanche )believed the beautiful illusion of the sensitive south,
jay saw the cruel, oppressive rot and decay which illed and festered the whole society. The extremely
legatine counterpart to Blanches’ excessively positive view of the affluent old south, n conclusion,
Tennessee Williams successfully resented his characters in an effective manner to Dortray the theme
of society's impact on incongruity mid non conformity within a community and also to)resent the
hypocritical male dominated society's nobility to accept individuals carving out a place for themselves
in a harsh world to protect their vulnerability.

To conclude Williams plays are influenced by expressionism.He is one of the pioneer in the
use of this technique in the American theatre. He wants to convey a strong message through the
actions and symbols rather than dialogues which is expressionism. Through his master piece he

consolidated his bleak poetics and demonstrated his critical and revolutionary capacity.
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Abstract :-

Concern for the co-existence of man and nature has been a topic much debated and discussed
by writers. Indian English writers and their Western counterparts have shown man either as a rapacious
entity trying to take advantage of Mother nature, or a victim of the vagaries of an uncertain terrain that
threatens to destroy life. Amitav Ghosh stands out as an extraordinary writer who brings out the need
for a delicate balance between man and nature if there can be peaceful co-existence.He portrays the
complicated struggle of the settlers of the Sundarbans facing the double problem of evacuation orders
by Government forces and the hostile and shifting landscape which they made their home. The added
threat of wild animals made their lives all the more challenging. The author’s manner of interweaving
history, fact and fiction to create a story that throws light on the oppressed and exploited poorand the
uncertain life of the settlers in a harsh terrain is successfully done. This paper makes an attempt to
examine how Amitav Ghosh attempts to discuss historical happenings, environmental issues and
diverse social issues divisively.He makes use of a historical event to take up the larger question of
social transformation.His portrayal of the Sudarbans is that of a microcosm of environmental issues
and the disillusionment of societies that rise from partitions faced the world over and.

Key words :- Environment, Sundarbans, coexistence, settlers, social issues.

Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novel Oryx and Crake pictures a world blighted by inhumane
corporate and scientific practice. The reckless behaviour of human-kind has been shown as the result
of this havoc wreaked in the world owing to man’s mindlessness of his environment. Like her many
writers have tried to bring out the struggle for existence between nature and man where man is posited
as the being who is indifferent. On the other hand, the conflict between an intrepid character vs
indifferent environment ‘the wild’, offers suspenseful and tense backgrounds for stories where the

unpredictability of nature is what arouses the man vs nature conflict. The survival film 127 hours is a
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compelling one where the lead character is found stuck in a hostile environment. Herman Melville’s
“Moby Dick” is another example of this relationship between man and nature, man being driven by an
overwhelming need to overcome nature.

Conflicts and relationship with nature brings characters face to face with the awesome power
of Mother Nature. The manner in which characters respond to nature reflects upon their inner strengths,
weaknesses, values, fears and motivations. In literary texts where nature is portrayed as a powerful
force, characters are depicted as beings forced to confront things which are beyond their control
caused by the natural world around them represented by wild animals and dangerous places, storms,
diseases and plagues. In the novel Their Eyes are Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston,Janie’s husband
Tea Cake is bitten by a rabid dog in the middle of a hurricane induced flood in Everglade. The disease
rabies and the hurricane become forces of nature in the novel, which eventually causes Tea Cake to be
shot by Janie in self-defence.

Writers have also been depicting environmental concerns in literature to help stir debate and
meaningful discourses leading to necessary change. Environment disasters, destruction of life and
livelihoods, displacement of man and beast, destruction of hearts and homes are the concerns of
writers as they examine man’s relationship to nature. Literature has become a vehicle to express
environmental concerns that affect the country and world. In India, a land blessed with diverse
ecosystem ranging from mountains to plains, from plateaus to the Sundarbans, from deserts to ocean
fronts, ecological concerns have been reflected by a number of writers in their works. The very word
“Eco criticism” which appeared in 1978 began to be used in the critical field only after 1989 when it
began to be used as the study of nature in writing. The credit for introducing the term goes to William
Rueckert whose essay “Literature and Ecology, An Experiment in Eco criticism” discussed the term.

Contemporary writers chronicle the manner in which human beings destroy the environment
they are in contact with. Arundhati Roy’s “The God of Small Things” (1997) reflects upon the pollution
that chokes up rivers like Meenachal which is clogged by industrial and human wastes. On the other
hand, Aravind Adiga’s “The White Tiger” (2008) discusses his anguish for rivers dumped with pesticides,
carrion and corpses that defile the ecosystem along with the people living on its banks.The beautiful
Meenachal river which looked a sense of tranquillityand beauty of Rahel’s childhood becomes a
squelching weary drain choked by weeds in her adulthood. The effluents from factories and people
residing on its banks are the culprits that cause the damage. Roy points out at the impact of man-made
urbanization on nature like a true environmentalist.“Bronze winged lily trotters walked across--slow
sludging green ribbon lawn that ferried feted garbage to the sea and smelled of shit, pesticides bought

with World Bank Loans.” Roy’s description of the polluted surrounding of the river in her novel God
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of Small Things only shows the disregard man has for nature and his foolishness in not working for its
cause.

Kiran Desai is another novelist who is conscious of environmental issues. In her novel The
Inheritance of Lossthe mountains, forests, mists and water provide a suitable back drop interweaving
the lives of the people of Kalimpong to the foothills of the Himalayas. She highlights the impact of
turbulence in man’s relationship with man through depicting the Gorkha disturbance that in turn impacts
nature. This movement of one kind of people against another leaves a trail of destruction on the
environment which ought to be set right if man’s life should be balanced. Desai advocates the
significance of a kind of mutual respect between man and his kind and man and nature if life should
have balance and sustainability. The love that the judge has for his dog Mutt is a reminder to readers
that love should be shown to nature in such a range if people needed to live with solace and freedom
from social, political and racial strife. The need for mankind to curtail hatred and violence of this
“messy world” is reiterated subtly through her book.

Bhabani Bhattacharya’s So Many Hungershighlights the relationship between man and nature
gone wrong. The harsh realities of an unforgiving landscape that wreaks havoc in man’s lives is brought
out brilliantly and picturesquely. Man, and Nature are shown in their terrible and gruesome aspects,
both feeding rapaciously on the weak and helpless. Greedy men like Laxminathan and Bose destroy
the weak peasants just as the famine destroys the Bengali people. The tragic impact of the notorious
Bengal famine of 1943 takes on a symbolic turn in the pages of his novel written in 1947.“The empty
stomach was due to no blight of nature, no failure of crops. It was man made scarcity, for the harvest
had been fair.” (1947:103). Bhattacharya juxtaposes man and nature as forces that can bend the human
spirit.

Amitav Ghosh is a modern Indian English writerwhose novels are driven by his conviction to
voice his opinion about heartfelt issues that he feels need to be addressed. He has been known to be
a writer who voices his opinion on various issues such as politics, wars, the state of lives of people,
the economy of countries, the environment, the unhygienic conditions that are prevalent in the country.

Whether he writes a book on boundaries between nations, a travelogue or a book on scientific
discoveries, Ghosh primarily has a message to convey which he hopes would change the lives of
people for the better. In both his works of fiction and non-fiction Ghosh has advocated the need to
preserve an ecological balance with nature and has pointed out the madness existing in men as they
destroy nature. In his book, The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable, Ghosh
points out that changes in climate and the destruction man has created leading to it has no place in

literary texts. Natural hazards or the ill effects of weather are described only in fantasy or science
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fiction. Even authors fail to depict the disastrous impact adverse environmental conditions can cause
on mankind. Ghosh reiterates the need for writers to focus on the connection between nature and
human behaviour and see how harmonious co-existence can be struck between the two.

Ghosh’s writings display his concern and convictions about various pressing problems affecting
the country and universe. His novels and non-fiction display his environmental concerns and ecological
consciousness. The Glass Palace (2000), The Hungry Tide (2005), Sea of Poppies (2008), River of
Smoke (2011), A Flood of Fire (2012) are his works of fiction that touch upon crucial aspects of the
environment that he is troubled about. His novel The Hungry Tide has won critical acclaim and the
Sahitya Academic Award with national and international recognition. Set in the mangroves of West
Bengal, the novel depicts the interface between man, beast and nature is an evocative natural setting.

The novel interweaves politics, social life, environmental issues, myths, and religious beliefs
into the lives of the thousands of local fishermen who eke their livelihood from the waters of the
Hoogly and Megna. Kanai Dutta, a Delhi based business man meets Piya Roy, a marine biologist
whose aim to study river dolphins leads her to the tides of the Sunderbans. She seeks to locate dolphins
in the Garjontola pool with the help of Kanai Dutta and Fokir, a local fisherman.

The Sunderbans measuring thousands of square kilometresare preserved by the government of
India as a tiger reservation area. Anyone who dares to venture into this labyrinth of land and water will
never return. This is the belief of settlers of this everchanging landscape. Man becomes a victim of
both nature and beasts here. The conversation of the tigers, the silent killers, reflects the Western
thought process of saving the endangered species of animals without concern for the human lives
grappling for existence. Into this compatibility of man vs beast and nature is brought in the tragedy of
political conflict of 1970 leading to the relocation of political refugees to these swamps. These
refugee settlers make Morichjhapi an island in the Sundarbans their home and get accustomed to the
submerging and re-emerging lands and the malevolent forms of wild animals. They try to battle for
their existence in a fickle landscape that makes their daily existence perilous and unpredictable. Here
water is the culprit that “tears away entire promontories and peninsula; at other times it throws up new
shelves and sandbars where there were none before” (Ghosh 2009,p:7).

The author refers to a dark stage of Indian History referred to as the Morichjhapi Massacre
where hundreds of Bengali Dalits were killed or evicted from the legally protected reserve forest
land, Morichjhapi an island in the Sundarbans in 1979. In this gruesome incident a number of people
died due to gunfire by police and Communist goondas, blockade and subsequent starvation, death, and
disease. Nirmal’s diary entries bring to life the struggle of man against man. The plight of Fokir’s

mother, Kusum, is another chilling instance of the true reality of the Sundarbans. The lives of the
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victims throws light on the fact that rootlessness and deprivation of a home can bring misery to
human life in these changing sands. As a young girl she went away to trace her trafficked mother and
landed in Dhanbad. Her story gives voice to the lives of the many tide people who were dislocated
from the Bangladesh swamps. Their villages were burnt and when they crossed the border they had
nowhere to go.Somehow they could not forget their homeland. “But no matter how we tried, we
couldn’t settle there: rivers ran in our heads, the tides were in our blood.”

These thoughts of the refugees reveal the attachment they had for their homes and mother
nature. Nirmal’s journal is filled with the history of how John Hamilton, a rich colonial merchant was
seized with a desire to reclaim the Sunderbans from the tigers and tide. It was the vision of this
colonial exploiter to make the place habitable. He dreamt of building a society free from the bondages
of caste, creed and religion.Ghosh points out at that despite there being acts of trying to settle in the
Sundarbans,something that people have been trying to do, repeated failure to do so reflected upon the
very violation of nature repeatedly.

The author attempts to give the history of this “beautiful forest” the Sundarbans. “There are
some who believe the word to be derived from the name of a common species of Mangrove—the
Sundari tree, Heriteria minor. But the word’s origin is no easier to account for thenas isits present
prevalence, for in the record books of the Mughal emperors this region is named not in reference to
a tree but to a tide — bhati. To the inhabitants of the islands this land is known as bhatir desh—the tide
country —except that bhati is not just the “tide” but one tide. In particular, the ebb tide the Bhatia: it is
in falling that the water gives birth to the forest” (98-99). Kanai the protagonist of the novel finds out
that the river on which the islands thrive, the Ganges has steeped into the psyche of people living
along the thousands of islands as a magical goddess which has descended from heaven. Lord Shiva,in
order totame her,tied her to “his ash smeared locks.” It is in the final stage of the rivers journey that
the braid comes loose into a “vast knotted tangle”. Here the river “throws off its bindings and separates
into hundreds, may be thousands, of tangled strands” (p.6).

Such mythological beliefs are rife in the minds of settlers of this tide country. Mythology
plays a pivotal role in etching into people’s mind the holiness that underlies the formation of the
Sunderbans — ““a terrain where boundaries between land and water are always mutating, always
unpredictable ...the water stretches to the far edges of the landscape and the forest dwindles into a
distant rumour of land, echoing back from the horizon. In the language of the place, such a confluence
is spoken of as a mohana — an oddly seductive word wrapped in many layers of beguilement”(p.6).
Such is the attraction that these thousands of acres that keep disappearing and appearing have for

humanity. A universe unto itself, this land has no attractive plants, wild life, flowers or birds. Its
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foliage is threatening and hostile as are the animals that thrive here. ““At no moment can human beings
have any doubt of the terrain’s hostility to their presence, of its cunning and resourcefulness, of its
determination to destroy or expel them””. Many people thrive here exposed to the dangers lurking,
killed by the crocodiles, tigers and snakes. Yet them come repeatedly to make this place their home.

The island of Morichjhapi features significantly in the novel. It is here that a history of clashes
1s recorded where man and beast have struggled for existence. Nirmal, whose notebook is found by
Kanai, records the growth of the land the Marxist way where refuges who hailed from central India
marched all the way to these shifting swamps for refuge. The land, however, is being taken over by the
government as protected forestland. With the police laying siege on this island, the refuges who are
termed squatters are forced to go into hiding. Kusum, who had developed a Women’s Union to help
widows in Lusibari and also the Babadon Trust which provided health care to the locals of the islands,
works to help the refugees who are displaced. The refuges, thus,have to face a losing battle with the
police, the wild animals and the unsafe territory that they live in.

In to this land of uncertain livelihood where man and beast vie for existence, comes Piyali the
cetologist, whose aim is to observe the dolphins in the Garjontola pool. It is with the help of Fokir the
local fisherman, that she is able to shoot the activities of the dolphins while learning about the mythical
existence by Bonbibi, the goddess who protected the island inmates.She learns too, of the crocodiles
and tigers that live there surviving on animal and human beings for their existence. She fully believes
in the conservation efforts being a cetologist. The notebook of Nirmal, Kanai’suncle describes the
Sundarbans beautifully and practically calling them the ragged fringe of India’s sari. Kanai is a translator
and knowledge of the local language gives him superiority over othersas his word choice clearly
shows that he prioritizes the spoken word and not the gestures used by the locals. He already knows
the dangers of the landscape of the Sunderbans. His aunt Nilima,who was popular with the locals
informs him about the tides that keep changing and thereby become a strong influence in the lives of
the peoplehere.

Horen is another character, whose life illustrates the tough life people face in the tide country.
A fisherman who married early, he had to tend for his three children. His teenage daughter Kusum is
forced into prostitution owing to poverty. He and his fellow men live in houses built on stilts to
prevent them from being blown away during the frequent cyclones that lash these areas. “Badhs”or
the high mud and silt embankments are built around Lusibari, to prevent damage during high tide. The
life of Horen and Fokir illustrate the unpredictable lives of people here. Even scientific beliefs must
be cast aside and new ways of understanding,such as the belief in superstitions and myths,must be

discovered by new comers to these islands. Horen and other residents represent the displaced families
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evacuated to make room for wild-life conservation. Even within their homes, the natural world gains
access. They are forced to live in close co-existence with mosquitoes,snakes,crocodiles and tigers.
Unions like the Women’sUnion reiterated stories of women struggling to survive. They also had to
watch out for men around them who could be as threatening as the animals themselves.

The people in the tide country find much solace in the story of Bonbibi as this made them
confident that there was a power that could control the natural word. It was she who protected Dukhey
from a tiger. Such stories of local spirits form a part of the psyche of the people rooted in them
owing to their fear of the harsh landscape they lived in.The stage performance of these stories is a
way for them to connect to their history and their way of life in this country. Yet the whole village
stood helpless as a tiger stalked and killed Kusum’s father. This illustrates the fact that humans living
here were not able to gain an upper hand over nature. No Bonbibi’s could save them. Some of them
even started thinking ahead and with modernity. Moyna is one such character who sees no future in
this natural world and prefers the next generation to take up human centric pursuits that would improve
their lives. She represents the modern phase of change that is inevitable in this land. While Fokir
represents the knowledge acquired through gaining insights into the natural order, Piya and Moyna
represent the limited knowledge of formal education.

Piya’squest for sighting the Orcaella dolphins represents a non-threatening aspect of man’s
association with the natural world. The sighting tracks of wild animals by theresidents of the Sunderbans
on the other hand is threatening. Fokir’s recognition of the tracks of the tiger and yet hismaintenanceof
equanimity reveals the fact that people here are used to living in close proximity with danger. “The
destitution of the tide country was such to remind them of the terrible famine that had devastated
Bengal in 1942 — except that in Lusibari hunger and catastrophe were a way of life” (79). Early
settlers of the beautiful sandy shores were drawn by the promise of free farm lands, but many died of
drowning, crocodiles and estuarine sharks. Women got used to exchanging their bright red marital
dresses to the white saris denoting widowhood. It had become a custom that menfolk who went fishing
rarely returned.

The Hungry Tide, therefore is an interface between man and nature where man emerges as the
creature blessed with intellect and emotions — intellect to attempt to live with a disastrous ecology
and emotional enough to make this dangerous landscape his home. The author introduces old myth
and modern thinking laced with logic to represent the depth of life inherent in man and his attempts to
coexist with the fauna of the Sundarbans. The diversity of God’s creations and the challenges faced
not only by individuals but communities, governments and leaders are brought out. Ghosh remarkably

puts forth his concerns for man’s coexistence with nature. He combines myths, narrative, tales and

(0000 I August 2023, Vol. 18, ISSUE-2(2) (IOt O0oroOm




recounting of the past in a smooth narrative that builds into a microcosm of human existence in a
background filled withcontrasts and changes. Piya seems to succeed in building a bridge between the
old and the new in the end by establishing a research foundation in the name of ‘Fokir’ to study the
Irrawaddy dolphins. Through this Ghosh seems to reduce the distancingcaused byculture by social

status, language and beliefs, by portraying a future where people can come together and live in harmony.
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